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O  Leyden,  so  well  built,  with  ramparts,  canals,  streets, 
And  bridges  widely  spread  about  the  waterways, 
And  four  times  e'en  enlarged.  O  pearl Orlers 

terrible  disaster  has  once  again  attracted  everybody's  attention 
to  Leyden,  the  old  Dutch  town,  which  occupies  so  peculiar  a 
place  in  our  history,  the  town  of  learning  and  of  merriment,  so 
dear  to  many  in  manifold  ways.  When  in  the  arctic  morning  of 
the  fatal  12th  of  February  the  alarming  tiding  was  heard  that  the 
flames  had  devoured  Leyden's  Town  Hall,  profound  sadness  weighed  down 
the  hearts  of  countless  numbers,  who  realised  that  an  irreparable  loss  had  be- 
fallen, that  a  beautiful  fragment  of  the  past,  embodied  in  this,  one  of  our  most 
remarkable  edifices,  had  been  destroyed.  The  outstanding  ornament  of  Ley- 
den's main  street  has  disappeared.  Where  a  little  while  before  the  ancient  walls, 
with  their  fine  mouldings  and  quaint  gable  tops,  arose  —  where  the  piquant 
belfry,  from  which  so  oft  the  sound  of  the  harmonious  bells  had  fallen  upon 
the  air,  lifted  its  head  and  thus  enlivened  the  outline  of  the  town,  not  rich  in 
steeples  —  there  the  eye  now  beholds  a  wilderness  of  blackened  ruins,  the 
crumbled  base  of  what  once  was  the  belfry,  and  the  sadly  damaged  facade, 
which,  it  is  fondly  hoped,  may  perhaps  be  restored  to  its  former  beauty.  Behind 
these  walls  lies  Leyden's  fire-eaten  heart .... 

When  our  eyes  behold  this  sad  spectacle,  our  thoughts  turn  to  the  other 
disasters  that  have  struck  this  luckless  town  in  the  course  of  the  centuries  —  in 
the  first  place  to  the  explosion  of  1807,  which  destroyed  one  of  the  finest 
quarters  of  the  town,  never  rebuilt  —  to  the  terrible  periods  when  the  plague 
scourged  the  burgesses  —  to  the  privations  caused  by  the  Spanish  siege  in  1574. 
When  we  meditate  on  all  this  we  realise  that  Leyden,  notwithstanding  its  peri- 
ods of  prosperity,  has  been  subjected  to  greater  trials  than  any  other  town  of 
similar  importance  in  Holland. 

It  seems  as  if  the  town's  rulers  had,  even  in  its  most  flourishing  times, 
a  presentiment  of  these  disasters  and  of  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  and  there- 
fore lacked  a  powerful  belief  in  a  grand  future,  such  as  Amsterdam  always  pos- 
sessed. This  is  indicated  by  the  history  of  the  town's  extensions. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  13th  century  Leyden  entered  upon  its  first 
period  of  great  prosperity  —  caused  bij  the  influx  of  industrious  Flemings  — 
that  was  to  last  to  well  in  the  15th  century.  The  town's  principal  industry, 
the  cloth  trade,  then  declines.  But  even  when  the  16th  century  opens  the  im- 
portant craftsmen's  town  on  the  Rhine  still  supersedes  in  size  and  populace 
the  constantly  rising  commercial  metropolis  on  the  Amstel  and  the  Y.  After 
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the  siege  renewed  prosperity,  again  mainly  due  to  Flemish  immigrants,  and 
afterwards  to  Huguenots,  expelled  from  France,  though  early  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury Amsterdam  takes  the  upper  hand.  But  if  Leyden  could  not  rival  the  for- 
midable development  and  prosperity  of  Amsterdam  in  that  period,  it  was, 
all  the  same,  a  for  those  times  very  large  town,  with  a  population  nearing,  or 
perhaps  even  exceeding,  100.000.  And  even  towards  the  middle  of  the  18th 
century,  the  century  that  brought  the  City  of  Keys,  after  its  second  period  of 
prosperity,  a  second  era  of  sad  decline,  it  remained,  after  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
land's largest  town. 

There  is  a  striking  difference  between  the  methods  that  these  two  towns, 
with  almost  equal  numbers  of  inhabitants,  employed  for  their  enlargement  in 
the  first  years  of  the  17th  century.  Amsterdam  plans  the  stately  extension 
with  its  triple  girdle  of  canals,  which  gave  the  town  its  beautiful  crescent 
shape.  Leyden  thrice  confines  its  efforts  to  what  is  absolutely  necessary.  Leyden 
accordingly  lacks  that  well-planned,  broadly-conceived  aspect,  which  is  so  con- 
spicuously characteristic  of  Amsterdam,  unique  in  Holland's  "golden  cen- 
tury." The  different  extensions  have  not  caused  the  growth  of  a  harmonious 
entity.  But  several  parts  of  the  town  are  in  themselves  beautiful  enough. 

Leyden  is  a  typical  example  of  a  town,  drawn  out  along  both  banks  of 
a  stream  —  complicated  in  this  case,  as  two  arms  of  the  river  join  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  —  which,  as  no  well-planned  extensions  were  effected,  caused  a 
lack  of  good  communications  from  North  to  South,  whilst  many  streets  and 
canals  run  West  and  East.  It  also  adds  to  the  impression  of  being  haphazardly 
built  that  Leyden,  though  a  riverside  town,  lacks  a  centre,  a  market  place,  to 
which  the  principal  streets  converge;  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  had  to  do  duty 
as  markets. 

Leyden,  the  market  town  of  the  fertile  Rhineland,  situated  on  the  cros- 
sing of  the  road  along  the  Rhine  and  that  behind  the  dunes,  grew  and  prospered 
under  the  protection  of  its  ancient  Castle  near  the  confluence  of  the  two  arms 
of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mare.  But  it  owed  its  prosperity  principally  to  its  industries, 
especially  its  cloth  weaving  trade. 

Leyden's  oldest  part  lies  between  the  Rhine  and  what  later  became  the 
Rapenburg.  When  the  first  influx  of  Flemish  cloth  weavers,  hailing  princip- 
ally from  Ypres  (that  Netherlands  town  that  suffered  even  worse  than  Leyden), 
towards  the  end  of  the  13th  century,  necessitated  an  extension  of  the  town, 
Leyden  is  enlarged  for  the  first  time,  and  this  with  the  western  part  of  the 
island  encircled  by  the  two  arms  of  the  Rhine,  bounded  in  the  East  by  the  moat 
that  later  became  the  Heerengracht.  A  second  extension,  this  time  to  the  North, 
bounded  by  the  Oude  Vest,  is  taken  in  hand  in  1313.  A  third  extension,  to 
the  South,  by  which  the  Rapenburg  became  an  internal  canal,  follows  in  1389. 
This  gave  the  town  building  sites  within  its  ramparts  which  sufficed  for  more 
than  two  centuries.  The  second  and  greatest  period  of  prosperity  demands, 
however,  new  extensions;  in  1610  the  fourth  enlargement  takes  place,  this 
time  again  to  the  North,  followed  in  1644  and  1659  bij  extensions  to  the  East. 
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These  again  suffice  for  two  centuries,  and  when  we  realise  that  the  popul- 
ation, estimated  in  1640  at  about  100.000,  has  declined  in  1796  to  30.900,  we 
understand  that  the  town  had  in  the  18th,  and  even  in  the  19th  century,  become 
too  large  for  its  shrunken  populace. 

The  history  of  Leyden's  Town  Hall  is  somewhat  analogous  with  that  of 
the  town's  extensions.  An  equal  contrast  with  Amsterdam,  too.  Unlike  the 
mighty  rulers  of  Amsterdam,  Leyden's  city  fathers  do  not  cause  a  stately  Hall 
to  be  erected.  They  content  themselves  with  fragmentary  enlargements,  alter- 
ations and  embellishments  of  the  existing  mediaeval  Town  Hall,  whenever  the 
times  are  favourable.  It  was  the  same  with  the  Town  Hall  as  with  the  town 
itself;  no  harmonious  entity,  neither  inside  nor  outside,  but  in  some  details 
strikingly  beautiful,  and  highly  remarkable.  The  wariness,  of  which  it  speaks, 
being  characteristic  of  Leyden. 

The  now  destroyed  building  is  indeed  a  modified  and  enlarged  creation 
of  the  middle  ages.  A  print  of  1588  shows  what  Leyden's  Old  Town  Hall  origin- 
ally looked  like:  a  plain  long  facade,  one  story  high,  a  tall  roof  with  a  castel- 
lated gallery;  behind  the  western  wing,  but  connected  therewith,  the  belfry,  at 
first  possibly  without  a  spire,  which  was  probably  added  in  the  15th  century. 
It  stood  on  the  spot  of  the  central  part  of  the  now  destroyed  Town  Hall.  In 
1455  a  west  wing  was  added,  a  narrow  structure,  somewhat  higher  than  the 
older  part. 

Thus  the  building  from  which  sprang  the  Town  Hall,  as  we  knew  it 
before  the  catastrophe.  Let  us  now  consider  the  principal  alterations. 

The  first,  and  very  important  alteration  and  embellishment,  was  the  con- 
struction of  the  beautiful  spire  in  1576 — '77,  replacing  the  old  one,  that  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire.  In  this  spire,  one  of  the  imitations  of  the  famous  spire 
of  the  Old  Church  at  Amsterdam,  a  peal  of  18  bells  was  hung  in  1578;  the 
bells,  now  destroyed,  with  perhaps  a  single  exception,  38  in  number,  where  cast 
in  1680  by  Petrus  Hemony  and  Mammes  Fremy;  there  was  also  an  hour  chime 
by  Heinrich  von  Trier,  1572. 

Soon  after  the  siege  the  town  revives;  its  newly  established  University 
brings  fresh  vitality,  and  its  industries  flourish  as  never  before.  It  is  then  deci- 
ded to  provide  the  old  Town  Hall  with  a  new  and  beautiful  facade,  more  in  keep- 
ing with  the  dignity  of  the  once  again  prosperous  town  than  the  simple  medi- 
aeval one.  It  is  fairly  certain  that  Lieven  de  Key,  Haarlem's  Flemish  architect, 
designed  the  new  freestone  facade,  though  some  deny  this.  It  is  equally  certain 
that  the  mouldings,  as  executed,  were  richer  than  those  designed,  and  as  the 
work  was  executed  under  the  direction  of  Luder  van  Benthem,  well-known  as 
the  architect  of  Bremen's  reconstructed  Town  Hall,  it  is  evident  that  part  of 
the  credit,  due  to  those  who  created  this  facade,  especially  of  the  main  entrance 
with  its  flight  of  steps,  belongs  to  him.  All  the  same,  the  facade  is  indeed  Ne- 
therlands, as  the  mouldings  were  based  on  the  designs  by  Johannes  Vredeman 
de  Vries  and  his  pupils,  who  had  fled  their  country  after  the  arrival  of  Alva 
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or  the  fall  of  Antwerp,  and  had  introduced  the  Flemish  renaissance  not  only 
in  Holland,  but  also  in  Northern  Germany  and  Denmark. 

The  magnificent  central  part  with  the  monumental  steps,  the  finely 
decorated  main  entrance,  and  the  elegant,  richly  moulded  gable  crowning  all, 
were  completed  in  1597.  Niches,  flanking  the  entrance,  harboured  statuettes 
of  Justice  and  Peace,  over  which  cartouches,  bearing  inscriptions,  were  placed. 

On  both  sides  of  the  central  part  two  elegant  side  entrances  were  con- 
structed in  the  undecorated  portion  of  the  facade;  their  framings  were  execu- 
ted by  Albert  Rodtfeldt,  Benthem's  pupil.  Over  these  —  luckily  spared  —  door- 
ways inscriptions  were  carved;  the  one  over  the  western  entrance  showed  a 
number  of  rhyming  lines  by  Jan  van  Hout,  who,  though  undoubtedly  a  man  of 
great  merit,  did  not  shine  here  as  a  great  poet;  but  the  inscription  is  a  curiosity, 
because  the  middle  strophe  contains  a  number  of  letters  equal  to  the  days  of 
the  siege,  viz.  129,  and  also  the  year  1574.  These  doorways  were  completed  in 
1598;  they  were  crowned  by  richly  moulded  minor  gables,  fitly  flanking  the 
main  gable. 

Within  a  very  few  years  the  Town  Hall  required  to  be  enlarged.  And 
thus  it  was  that  in  1604  the  east  wing  was  constructed;  its  main  gable  was  made 
to  resemble  that  of  1597;  its  principal  decoration  consisted  of  an  arched  door- 
way with  architrave  and  triangular  frontal,  and  a  gable  similar  to  the  three 
existing  ones,  somewhat  larger  than  the  old  side  gables,  but  somewhat  smaller 
than  the  principal  gable  over  the  main  entrance;  this  gable  was  demolished  in 
1868,  which  is  to  be  deeply  regretted,  as  this  part  of  the  facade,  covered  by  an 
ice  curtain  after  the  conflagration,  seems  to  have  suffered  least,  and  was  distin- 
guished from  the  rest  of  the  facade  in  that  it  had  retained  its  original  cross- 
lattices.  This  wing  was  crowned  by  an  octagonal  dome  with  clock. 

The  Town  Hall  was  again  enlarged  in  1635  by  a  west  wing,  adjoining 
the  unaltered  1455  structure.  Its  facade  was  very  nearly  a  copy  of  those  of 
1597  and  of  1604.  Its  roof  was  decorated  by  a  square  dome  with  sun  dial.  Be- 
hind this  facade,  clad  with  blue  ashlar  from  the  demolished  Blauwpoort,  was 
the  Council  Room. 

The  facade  of  the  1455  structure  was  restored  in  1662  by  the  renowned 
architect  Willem  van  der  Helm.  This  part  contrasted  strongly  with  the  rest  of 
the  facade,  which,  if  it  had  been  a  thing  of  beauty,  would  have  been  a  welcome 
variation. 

Leyden's  prudent  city  fathers  refrained  at  the  outset  from  sumptiously 
decorating  the  interior;  until  the  fateful  12th  February  the  Town  Hall  possessed 
an  extremely  simple  entrance  hall,  remarkably  bare,  but  not  extensive  as  in 
former  times,  when  it  served  as  "press"  for  finishing  cloth  after  the  "want- 
huis"  had  been  vacated,  and  a  large  portion  had  not  yet  been  partitioned  off. 
The  hall  was  in  striking  contrast  with  the  stately  stairway  and  the  richly  orna- 
mented doorway  leading  to  it.  But  particularly  during  the  17th  century  many 
rooms  were  so  beautfully  and  artistically  decorated  that  their  destruction,  together 
with  that  of  the  art  treasures  they  contained,  has  been  in  itself  a  catastrophe. 

LEYDEN  X 


We  may  mention  the  Burgomaster's  room,  splendidly  appointed  in  1664, 
with  a  stately  chimney,  embellished  by  a  painting  by  Ferdinand  Bol  (an  alleg- 
ory of  Commerce  and  Science  protected  by  Peace  and  Justice,  and  hung  with 
gobelins;  the  tapestry  on  the  back  wall  represented  the  entry  of  Alexander 
the  Great  in  Babylon,  and  hailed  from  Ryksdorp  House,  near  Wassenaar,  de- 
molished about  a  century  ago;  it  was  purchased  in  1823  f°r  5°  florins! 

The  Council  Room,  equally  grand  with  chimney  and  stucco  ceiling  in 
17th  century  style,  left  unaltered  when  the  room  was  rearranged  in  1737.  The 
chimney  bore  a  painting  by  Jan  Lievensz,  of  Antwerp,  representing  an  episod 
in  the  history  of  Scipio  Africanus.  The  walls  were  hung  with  tapestries  by  Max 
van  der  Gucht,  of  Delft,  representing  sylvan  scenery.  Adjoining  this  room,  in 
a  1906  structure,  with  an  ugly  facade,  quite  out  of  harmony  with  the  rest,  so 
that  one  could  hardly  recognise  it  as  belonging  to  the  Town  Hall,  was  the  Com- 
mittee Room,  hung  with  gobelins,  formerly  in  Endegeest  Castle,  at  Oegstgeest. 

Next  came  the  new  Aldermen's  or  Court  Room,  divided  in  two  parts 
by  a  slender  arch;  one  of  these,  where  the  aldermen  held  court,  was  impressi- 
vely decorated  with  Utrecht  velvet  hangings,  a  stately  chimney  with  finely 
framed  painting  by  C.  de  Moor,  of  Leyden,  representing  Brutus  —  that  clas- 
sical example  of  impartial  justice  —  having  his  sons  decapitated,  as  poetically 
expounded  on  the  frame  in  Latin  verse  by  J.  van  Groenendyk,  a  painted 
ceiling  by  A.  Terwesten,  with  symbols  of  justice  and  the  escutcheons  of  past 
burgomasters.  The  other  part  formed  a  striking  contrast,  being  entirely  bare, 
destined  as  it  was  for  the  "profanum  vulgus." 

Beautiful,  also,  was  the  room  of  the  Curators  of  the  University,  later 
the  Burgomaster's  Room,  with  its  handsome  chimney,  Theod.  van  der  Schuer's 
painting  "JusMia"  in  a  beautifully  carved  frame,  "dessus  de  porte"  by  the 
same  artist,  representing  Minerva,  and  painted  ceiling  with  allegorical  emblems 
of  Science. 

Finally  the  early  17th  century  Chancery  Room,  with  its  richly  carved 
oak  panelling,  and  its  stately  stone  chimney.  It  was  perhaps  not  the  most 
splendid,  but  certainly  the  most  attractive  room  in  the  building. 

Mention  could  be  made  of  other  fine  woodwork  and  many  remarkable 
details  of  the  old  structure;  but  the  above  may  be  considered  sufficient  to 
show  how  much  beauty  has  for  ever  been  lost  when  the  flames  devoured  the 
interior  of  the  ancient  Town  Hall. 

There  is  scant  consolation — but  there  is  no  other  —  in  the  knowledge  that 
Leyden's  Town  Hall  was  not  the  only  remarkable  relict  of  its  past.  We  shall 
therefore  scan  the  town  for  its  other  monuments  and  treasures  of  olden  times. 

We  find  ourselves  in  the  Breestraat,  with  its  stately  houses,  many  of 
which  have,  however,  been  degraded  into  shops,  offices  and  cinemas.  Here 
and  there  we  perceive  remnants  of  better  times:  a  fine  door,  elegant  mouldings, 
the  richly  decorated  tympanum  of  the  patrician  abode,  now  known  as  the 
restaurant  "The  Gilt  Turk."  Here  also  we  notice  the  beautiful  facade  of  the 
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Rhineland  Corporation,  built  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  Town  Hall's  prin- 
cipal facade  (1598),  but  creating  a  totally  different  impression,  as  it  is  built  of 
bricks,  with  carvings  in  sandstone.  Three  fine  gable  tops,  two  of  which  are  pu- 
rely Flemish,  ennoble  the  broad  facade  that  follows  the  curve  of  the  street. 
The  doorway,  though  beautiful  enough  in  itself,  is  somewhat  out  of  tune; 
it  is  too  small  in  comparison  with  the  windows.  P.  Az.  Clocq  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  designer  of  this  facade,  which  has  lost  much  of  its  beauty  by  the 
removal  of  the  cross-lattices.  Inside  we  admire  the  Dike -Reeve's  and  the  Court 
Rooms,  the  first  particularly  on  account  of  its  beautifully-panelled  chimney, 
with  portrait  of  the  mediaeval  King  William  II,  the  latter  for  its  goldleather 
hangings,  its  painting  by  Jan  Lievensz,  representing  Justice,  its  arched  ceiling, 
decorated  with  birds  by  Andries  de  Haan,  its  stained  glass  windows. 

We  proceed  to  the  Papengracht,  vaulted,  as  many  more  of  Leyden's 
canals,  that  smelled  offensively,  principally  because  "the  of  fall  of  the  numerous 
fulling-mills"  was  emptied  therein,  which  was  considered  a  menace  to  the 
population's  health.  The  terrible  plague  epidemics  that  scourged  Leyden, 
prompted  the  municipality  to  take  hygienic  measures,  which  one  would  hardly 
expect  in  those  times.  Witness  thereof  is  also  the  Langebrug,  to  the  south  of 
the  Breestraat,  formerly  the  old  narrow  Voldersgracht,  vaulted  in  1670. 

On  the  Papengracht  we  perceive  the  lodge  of  the  Broekhoven  Almshous- 
es, with  its  austere  sandstone  facade,  behind  which  we  find  the  inner  court, 
surrounded  by  little  houses,  characteristic  of  such  truly  Dutch  institutions. 
There  is  no  town  in  Holland,  execepting  Haarlem,  so  rich  in,  generally  beauti- 
ful, almshouses.  It  is  surely  not  accidental  that  we  encounter  them  nowhere 
in  such  quantities  as  in  these  two  ancient  industrial  towns,  where  the  source 
of  prosperity  did  not  flow  so  constantly  as  in  the  commercial  towns,  where 
in  bad  times  wealth  and  poverty  contrasted  more  painfully,  and  where,  more 
than  elsewhere,  it  was  necessary  to  mitigate  this  contrast  in  the  manner 
of  those  times,  by  providing  old  people  with  the  means  of  ending  their  days  in 
comfort. 

At  the  end  of  the  Papengracht,  somewhat  to  the  left,  we  find  what  is 
perhaps  Leyden's  most  remarkable  complex  of  buildings:  the  Gravenstein. 
The  oldest  part,  with  its  sextagonal  keep,  built  in  the  13th  century,  was  the 
Court  of  Holland's  court  of  justice  and  gaol;  it  rises  from  behind  a  loggia  with 
forged  iron  gates,  built  in  1605.  Of  the  later  structures  that  of  1672,  with  its 
carved  frontal  by  Xavery,  is  the  most  important.  Mention  should  also  be  made 
of  the  classical  facade  of  a  wing  on  the  Pieterskerkhof,  the  Penitentiary,  with 
a  statue  of  Justitia  on  the  triangular  frontal. 

We  now  approach  the  St.  Pieterskerk,  Leyden's  oldest  church,  pro- 
bably commenced  about  1300.  It  is  impressive  by  its  dimensions  and  antiquity, 
though  internally  and  externally  too  sober.  The  church,  towering  above  the 
surrounding  houses,  reminds  for  a  moment  of  Haarlem's  old  St.  Bavo,  but 
one  percieves  immediately  the  lack  of  a  belfry,  for  which  the  insignificant 
steeple  is  a  very  poor  substitute.  But  at  one  time  the  Pieterskerk  superseded 
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the  St.  Bavo  in  this  respect,  as  its  west  elevation  was  adorned  by  a  lofty  tower, 
more  than  ioo  meters  high;  it  collapsed  in  1512,  and  has  not  been  rebuilt.  The 
architecturally  trained  eye,  not  led  astray  by  a  lack  of  ornament  —  principally 
due  to  the  protestants  having  taken  possession  of  the  church  —  will  admire 
the  mighty  dimensions  and  striking  proportions.  Those  looking  for  beautiful 
ecclesiastical  furnishings  will  find  satisfaction  in  the  16th  century  pulpit,  with 
its  richly  carved  body  on  a  stone  piedestal,  as  also  in  the  numerous  epitaphs 
of  famous  scientists,  a  fine  tomb  with  sculptures  by  Rombout  Verhulst,  many 
other  tombs  and  gravestones,  guild  and  mourning  panels,  etc. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  venerable  church  we  find  the  former  Latin  School, 
with  its  fine  high  gable  and  its  magnificent  doorway;  furthermore  the  Zion 
Almshouses,  whose  austere  doorway  affords  a  delightful  view  of  its  inner  court; 
the  Jan  Persyn's  Almshouse,  destined  for  fugitive  Huguenots,  as  the  inscrip- 
tion over  the  entrance  tells  us;  and  at  last  a  stone  in  the  beautiful  lodge  facade, 
stating  that  John  Robinson,  one  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  lived  and  died  here. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  Rapenburg,  one  of  the  finest  of  Holland's 
canals,  with  its  arched  bridges  and  numerous  patrician  dwelling  houses.  Here 
ancient  Leyden  arises  before  our  eyes,  the  town  of  science,  the  town,  also, 
of  the  wealthy  captains  of  industry.  Here  is  the  old  Convent  of  the  White  Nuns, 
relegated  after  the  siege  into  the  seat  of  the  University,  whose  history  is  so 
closely  allied  with  that  of  the  old  hall  that  they  form  an  indivisible  entity,  so 
that  one  prefers  its  cramped  space  tot  a  more  commodious  one  that  would 
not  be  hallowed  by  historical  associations  —  the  University  Hall,  with  its  famous 
Senate  Room,  where  the  portraits  of  the  learned  men,  who  have  throughout 
three  centuries  and  a  half  added  lustre  to  Leyden  University,  adorn  the  walls, 
where  the  stately  18th  century  chimney  displays  the  portrait  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam I,  the  founder  of  the  University  —  with  its  "Sweating  room/'  and  the  well- 
known  winding  stairs,  awakening  sombre  or  gay  recollections  in  the  minds 
of  those,  who  had  not  all  derived  as  much  of  the  milk  of  science  from  Alma 
Mater's  breasts  as  they  might  have  done. 

On  the  Rapenburg  we  also  find  the  Bibliotheca  Thysiana;  its  fine  facade 
is  ascribed  to  Pieter  Post. 

A  little  way  further  on  we  arrive  at  the  Vliet,  a  little  canal,  through 
which  at  the  end  of  the  siege  the  men  entered  who  brought  long-lacked  vic- 
tuals to  the  famished  burgesses.  A  stone  in  the  Vlietbrug,  on  the  Rapenburg 
side,  commemorates  the  event. 

Near  by  another  souvenir  of  a  sad  happening;  here  a  gunpowder  ship 
was  blown  up  in  1807  —  a  stone  in  the  quay  wall  shows  where  it  was  moored  — 
destroying  a  considerable  part  of  the  town.  More  or  less  ugly  buildings,  and 
a  park,  with  a  statue  of  Pieter  Adriaansz  van  der  Werf,  the  famous  burgomaster 
of  the  siege  period,  now  occupy  the  once  closely  built  quarter.  The  old  chapel 
of  St.  Jacob's  Hospital,  since  1567  used  as  Cloth  Hall,  though  situated  very 
near  the  spot  where  the  fateful  ship  was  moored,  was  spared  as  if  by  a  miracle, 
for  which  we  should  be  grateful,  particularly  on  account  of  its  elegant  steeple. 
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We  shall  now  proceed  to  the  northern  part  of  Leyden's  oldest  quarter, 
to  the  Nieuwe  Ryn,  the  Vischmarkt,  and  adjoining  streets.  If  the  Rapenburg  is 
very  much  alike  similar  canals  in  other  Dutch  towns,  here  we  behold  a  view, 
typically  Leyden.  This  is  principally  due  to  the  characteristic  Korenbrug  in 
the  centre:  in  itself  a  simple  enough  bridge  with  three  arches,  remarkable  for 
its  wooden  collonades  on  both  sides.  Near  the  ancient  Vischbrug  we  perceive 
an  object,  rare  in  Dutch  cities,  viz.  a  fountain,  flanked  by  two  dolphins,  cul- 
minating in  a  group  of  dolphins  and  children,  upholding  a  crown,  with  water- 
basins  in  the  shape  of  shells.  In  the  near  vicinity  we  find  the  sturdy  Weigh- 
House,  built  by  Pieter  Post,  with  fine  carvings  by  Rombout  Verhulst. 

On  the  opposite  side,  hidden  by  the  houses  on  the  western  point  of  the 
Waard,  near  the  confluence  of  the  Old  and  the  New  Rhine,  arises  the  Burcht- 
heuvel  (Castle  Hill),  crowned  by  a  circular  battlemented  wall  —  one  of  the 
town's  most  unique  possessions.  The  southern  gateway,  with  the  firmly  car- 
ved city's  coat  of  arms,  and  the  escutcheons  of  many  Lords  of  the  Castle,  is 
richly  impressive.  The  archway  on  the  Nieuwstraat,  surmounted  by  a  heraldic 
lion,  is  not  so  beautiful. 

Here  we  find  ourselves  within  Leyden's  second  extension,  whose  finest 
monument  is  undoubtedly  the  Hoogeland  Church.  If  it  had  been  completed, 
it  would  be  one  to  Holland's  most  beautiful  churches.  Its  transept  elevations 
are  richly  treated;  impressive  is  its  lofty  choir  with  its  tall  columns.  But  the 
nave  remained  uncompleted,  and  there  has  been  no  mention  of  a  tower.  The 
interior  contains  very  little  of  artistic  merit,  though  we  may  mention  the  beauti- 
ful epitaph  of  Burgomaster  Van  der  Werf,  by  Rombout  Verhulst. 

In  close  vicinity  to  this,  Leyden's  second  church  we  find  the  elegant 
facade  of  the  Orphanage,  a  double  brick-and-stone  stepped  gable,  a  wall  with 
gothic  doorway,  a  relief  carving,  representing  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
cartouches,  and  over  all  a  frontal  flanked  by  statuettes  of  orphan  children. 
Our  photograph  shows  how  picturesque  an  entity  has  been  created  here. 

The  Hooglandsche  Kerkgracht,  on  which  the  Orphanage  stands,  has 
long  ago  been  filled;  this  also  happened  to  the  Hooigracht,  hard  by,  where  a 
few  patrician  houses  and  a  beautiful  door  demand  attention,  and  where  we 
find  the  St.  Anna  Almshouses,  with  its  fine  doorway  and  its  chapel  of  1500. 
But  Leyden  has  preserved  many  of  its  canals.  For  instance  the  Heerengracht, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  distinguished,  but  not  to  be  compared  with  its 
Amsterdam  namesake,  nor  with  the  Rapenburg.  Not  far  distant  is  the  Zijlpoort, 
one  of  the  two  city  gates  that  escaped  destruction;  it  was  built  by  W.  van  den 
Helm,  but  Rombout  Verhulst's  carvings  form  its  principal  attraction.  Leyden 
possessed  many  beautiful  gates;  but  they  were,  alas,  demolished  in  the  19th 
century. 

The  principal  canal  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  is  the  Oude  Vest; 
it  is  somewhat  pretentious  and  broad;  but  its  width  lends  to  it  the  character 
of  a  shipping  fairway,  so  that  it  lacks  the  „cosiness"  we  are  wont  to  associate 
with  an  urban  canal.  The  principal  monument  here  is  the  Lakenhal  (Cloth 
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Hall),  another  unique  building,  by  Arent  van  's  Gravesande,  with  its  doorway, 
crowned  by  a  fulling-mill,  its  carved  implements  of  the  cloth  trade,  and  its 
many  other  adornments  that,  notwithstanding  the  austere  architectural  lines, 
go  to  make  an  impressive  building.  Very  remarkable  is  the  high  dome  of  the  Mare- 
kerk,  hard  by,  showing  some  resemblance  to  the  Oostkerk  at  Middelburg,  but 
less  laden  with  decorations,  and  more  attractive  through  its  loftiness  and  the 
exquisite  lantern  crowning  the  structure.  Another  stately  monument  on  the 
Oude  Vest  is  the  lodge  of  the  Meermansburg,  an  institution  of  such  size  and 
stateliness  that  one  hardly  dares  to  call  it  almshouses. 

North  of  the  Oude  Vest  we  find,  along  the  Langegracht,  the  17th  cen- 
tury working  people's  quarter,  not  very  delightful.  Many  small  gabled  houses, 
like  those  to  be  found  in  great  number  in  other  poorer  parts  of  the  town,  draw 
a  moment's  attention;  they  are  all  alike,  rapidly  built  as  they  were  to  accomo- 
date the  inflowing  Flemish  and  other  foreign  cloth  weavers. 

In  the  north-western  part  of  the  town  we  find  the  second  city  gate,  left 
undestructed,  the  Morschpoort,  also  by  Van  der  Helm;  it  lacks  the  rich  orna- 
mentation of  the  Zylpoort,  but  is  distinguished  by  its  dome.  Near  by  is  the 
broad,  picturesque  stepped  gable  of  the  Stadstimmerwerf  (Municipal  Wharf). 
Outside  the  ancient  moat  we  find  the  Pesthuis  (Plague  Hospital),  built  in  1635 
after  a  terrible  epidemic,  a  simple  square  building,  surrounded  by  ditches,  with 
a  fine  low  relief  carving  over  the  door,  representing  people  stricken  by  the 
plague;  it  is  again  Verhulst  to  whom  Leyden  owes  this  work  of  art. 

There  are  still  other  doorways  and  delightful  inner  courts  of  different 
almshouses;  the  portal  of  the  demolished  St.  Joris  of  Voetboogsdoelen  (House 
of  the  St.  George's  or  Cross-bowmen),  with  its  beautiful  group  of  statuary, 
St.  George  and  the  Dragon;  the  old  keep  „Oostenryck"  on  the  southern  ram- 
parts; also  many  picturesque  canals  and  the  somewhat  too  numerous  facades 
with  straight  cornices,  which  have  probably  replaced  the  formerly  countless 
stepped  gables  after  the  gunpowder  catastrophe.  But  exigencies  of  space 
forbid  enlarging  upon  them. 

May  the  oft-tried  town  be  spared  further  calamities  and  retain  what  is 
left  of  the  glorious  past  for  many  centuries  to  come. 
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